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Dear parents, caregivers, staff and students, 

 

Welcome to Week 4 of our term and all that it offers you this week with your child/children’s learning. Welcome to May! I do hope that 

you managed to do something special as a family over the Labour Day long weekend.  

 

As the mornings begin to cool down, are you finding it harder to get the children up?  Their response is to burrow further into the 

warmth of the night and pretend not to hear? 

 

No doubt, this is the time of year when energies seem to run low and toll is taken by colds, flu and a thousand other 

inconveniences.  Maybe this is the time of year when family members need to care for one another in a special way.  

The virtue of consideration, asks us to take up this challenge and do something considerate for a member of our 

family.  Another way to demonstrate the virtue could be to show consideration to a classmate or peer or teacher. 

 

Consideration is the message that comes through in the Gospel story of Mary going to stay with her cousin, Elizabeth, 

when she knew she was pregnant.  Mary went out of her way to make herself available to help. 

 

Daily routines are such nowadays, that one of our most precious commodities is time; we just don’t seem to have enough of it to do all 

the things we want to do.  So maybe Mary’s actions towards Elizabeth says to us that one of the most important directions in which we 

should focus our time is towards people. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY: 

In the Church’s year, May is referred to as “the month of Mary”. During the month we honour Mary with special devotions and prayers, 

flowers are often used as a symbol of her goodness. Through the ages artists have depicted Mary in paintings and sculpture. 

Furthermore, in Medieval times few people could read well, pictures and statues were used to teach people about the truths of their 

faith and encourage devotion to Jesus, Mary and the Saints. Every town or village had its own Saint and a 

devotion to Mary under a particular title and these traditions continue today. Let this month not pass 

without us taking time to pray to Mary, the mother of Jesus.  

It is fitting then that we celebrate Mother’s Day during May. Mother's Day is a day to honour all mothers. 

Next Sunday, we remember all our mothers and grandmothers as well as those who are enjoying their eternal 

peace with their God. A most wonderful and loving way to honour a mother's unconditional love for a child is a 

short innocent note written by the child. A hand-written note containing a poem thanking God for the blessing of a mother is sure to 

melt a mother's heart.  

 

So Dad’s/ Uncles/Brothers/Friends encourage your child/children, to write a prayer for their mother/grandmother and leave it beside 

her pillow along with a beautiful card.  

 

The following is my prayer for our St. Joseph’s mothers, guardians/carers and grandmothers: 

 Blessed be all mothers 

Who have come into our lives 

Whose kindness, care and loving 

Remain with us to guide. 

 

Your inspiration in us 

Made us strive in every way  

Especially to remember 

Helping others makes our day. 

 

Mothers, this little tribute  

Flows directly from my heart 

You are so loved and cherished 

Invaluable, one and all, you are.  

 

Susan Kramer 



MOTHER’S DAY STALL: 

Thanks you to Mrs Oppy and her team of willing volunteers for setting up and manning this 

stall morning and afternoons this week.  I hope to see many of our mums on Friday at the 
High Tea from 1:30pm.  This will be followed by classroom visits before assembly at 2:30pm. 

 

 

VISIBLE LEARNING – A SHARED CLARITY IN THE CLASSROOM:  

You may be noticing some changes in the classrooms, so I thought it may be helpful to 

provide some context around these changes.  Professor John Hattie is regarded as one of 

the foremost educational researchers in the world.  His book, Visible Learning, 

researched other researchers to identify what really works in learning and teaching – 

what has the greatest impact.  

 

A visible learner explains and understands progress – they know where they are at, where they are going and what 

their next steps are. Both teacher and students are able to describe:  

· what is to be learnt – using learning intentions (which are developed from the Achievement Standards of the 

Australian Curriculum)  

· how the learning intention relates to the “big ideas”  

· how the learning is relevant  

· how students will go about the learning  

· how students will know it has been learnt – using success criteria with reference to examples and modelling.  

 

What difference can it make if there is this clarity in the classroom?  

Clarifying, sharing and understanding the learning intentions and success criteria makes the learning visible to the 

students and teachers. What will it mean for students? Students can focus on the purpose of the task, rather than 

just completing the task. They can take more responsibility for their learning, rather than relying on the teacher 

for engagement and are more likely to stay on task. They can learn to know where to focus their efforts when 

undertaking a particular task.  

 

Questions for students to be able to speak about their learning:  

What are you learning?  

How are you going with that learning?  

How do you know?  

How can you improve?  

What do you do when you get stuck?  

 

Working towards a shared clarity in the classroom is a work in progress, as it means a change in mindset for both 

teachers and learners and is a collaborative effort by all involved.  

 

NAPLAN – Years 3 & 5:  

NAPLAN Timetable: Tuesday 15th May (Language Conventions & Writing), Wednesday 16th May (Reading), 

Thursday 17th May (Numeracy). For tips on things you can do at home to help your child develop their literacy and 

numeracy skills, see Preparing for NAPLAN  

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/preparingfor-naplan.html   

 

BGA VISIT: 

Today we welcomed visitors from Queensland Catholic Education Commission, Brisbane Catholic Education and 

Toowoomba Catholic Education Office.  The visitors were here to assess our application for the replacement of the 

demountable classroom block.  If approved, this building will occur in the latter half of 2019 in preparation for the 

2020 school year. 

 

My thanks to the parents who were able to attend this presentation to support the application. 

 

Terese 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/preparingfor-naplan.html


 

 

  
 

This Sunday we celebrate our mums and other women that play a 

significant part in our lives and the lives of our children. We will 

celebrate our mums at this Friday’s assembly, beginning at 2:30pm. 

Before that though, we wish to invite our mums, grandmas, nanas, 

aunties and other extraordinary women in our community to a high 

tea, which will commence at 1:30pm on the deck (near Year 5/6). 

We hope you can make it!   

 

This Sunday, May 13, also marks a special anniversary on the Catholic calendar. Our Lady of Fatima is 

a Roman Catholic title for Mary the Mother of Jesus due to her apparitions to three shepherd 

children, Lucia Santos, and her two cousins, Jacinta and Francisco Marto. The apparition is believed 

to have appeared at the town of Fatima, Portugal on the thirteenth day of six consecutive months in 

1917, starting on May 13. If you think you have heard of the word “Fatima” before, it is probably 

because you have. Along with “Lourdes”, Fatima is a house group at St Joseph’s.  

 

The month of May is dedicated to Mary the Mother of Jesus. During this month we 

remember that Mary was the first person to realise that Jesus was the Saviour. Her 

example of hope and trust in God, teaches us that we only need to put our faith in the 

God who loves us unconditionally. When we pray, we can ask Mary to intercede for us in 

times of need. The following prayer is a great example of this:  

 

 
 
 

Prayer to the Mother Mary, 

on this day when we honour all mothers, we turn to you. 

We thank you for the great gift of motherhood. 

Never has it been known that anyone who sought your intercession was left unaided 

by grace. 

Dear Mother, intercede for all of our mothers. 

May they find daily strength to say yes to the call to the sacrificial love- the very 

heart of the vocation of motherhood. May their love and witness be a source of 

great inspiration for all of us called to follow your Son. 

 

Amen 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholicism
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A1tima,_Portugal
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal


 

  

 
 

 

Curriculum Corner  

 
Next week our Year 3 and 5 students will sit the annual NAPLAN test. There are many different 

views regarding the value of these tests. At St Joseph’s we try to keep these ‘one off’, ‘point in 

time’ tests in perspective. These tests provide valuable system data that assists us to evaluate 

the impact of our teaching and track student learning. These tests do not define any individual 

student and we hope that there is minimal anxiety regarding the process or the results. Students 

are encouraged to produce their best, and keep a positive attitude regarding them. Teachers have 

been working with our students to prepare them for these tests and keep the process as natural 

and routine as possible.  

 

Lastly, every three years since 2009, the Australian Government has undertaken a census of all 

children in their first year of full-time schooling...this would mean our Prep students. This 

information is used to identify communities where families and children may require extra 

support and to help shape the future and wellbeing of Australian children.  

Each census year, teachers use an Early Development Instrument, which is a series of specific 

questions, using their knowledge and observations of the children in their class. Children do not 

lose any class time and parents are not required to provide any additional information to the 

school. 

 

For the AEDC (Australian Early Development Census), your child’s data will be combined with data 

about the other children living within Gayndah and surrounding towns. AEDC results for individual 

children are not reported and the AEDC is not used as an individual diagnostic tool. This means 

that an individual child report is not produced. The value of the AEDC is that it provides 

information for schools, communities and governments to pinpoint the services, resources and 

support for children and families to help shape the future and wellbeing of Australian children. 

More information will be made available in the coming weeks to our Prep parents, but if you have 

any further queries or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact me or Marti Lazaro…we are 

happy to answer any questions. 

 

Keep smiling 

 

Bec  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What ’s happening…. 

 

Mother’s Day High Tea & Assembly 

Friday 11 May, from 1:30pm 

 

Year 3 Liturgy  

Wednesday 16 May, 2:30pm  

 

Family Reading Morning 

Friday 25 May 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE: 

 Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our St. Joseph’s P & F Facebook page!  

 If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know. 

 

 

 

 

MOTHERS DAY RAFFLE 

Drawn this Friday! Please return any sold tickets and 

money to the office. Funds raised will support our year 5/6 

Canberra Camp fundraising effort. Extra ticket books can be 

collected from the school office! 

 

 

 

 

TUCKSHOP 

Thank you to this week’s Tuckshop helpers: Lisa Baker, Sonia Waldock and Raquel Hetherington. 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

 

Bookfair is here! Opening times are: 

 Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th May 8am - 4pm 

 Thursday 10th and Friday 11th May - before and after school 

 Monday 14th  and Tuesday 15th May  

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHERS DAY GIFT STALL 

Don’t forget to check out the Mothers Day stall on the Year 

5/6 verandah in the morning before school and after 

school.  Items will be priced from approximately $3 - $6. 
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SOCCER-SOCCER-SOCCER 

Gayndah Junior Soccer 2018 social season kicks off Thursday 10th May!  

All school age children welcome - Primary and High School! 

Training every Thursday 4-5pm at Gayndah Sports Fields. Season fees only 

$25 (due after 2 weeks) Contact Laine Collins 0428 931 151 

 

TENNIS HOT SHOTS:  

Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon for Term 2, 2018 at the Gayndah Tennis complex, 

Barrow Street, for players, to come and join Tennis Australia's National program, 

conducted by Bundaberg Tennis Academy Tennis Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots 

of fun & games to suit all levels.  Cardio Tennis from 6:20pm - 7:30pm also available! 

Registration is essential.  Phone Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753 
 

GAYNDAH GIRL GUIDES 

Girls Guides of Australia, is community based and meets outside school hours. 

The program encourages a girl to develop herself in areas of Physical 

development, practical skills and relationships with people though the Guide 

Promise and Law, outdoors, service, Guiding Traditions and leadership. Come 

and try out Guides for a couple of weeks free. Guides meet on Wed from 3.45 to 5.15pm 

at guide Hut on the hill in Fielding St. For further information  contact Irene 

0409227355. 
 

SUNCORP NET SET GO NETBALL 

Suncorp NetSetGO is a fun, safe, social and active program for girls 

and boys aged 5 to 10. It gives kids of all abilities a positive 

introduction to netball and teaches them the basic skills of the sport. 

Suncorp NetSetGO is divided into three tiers; Net, Set and GO, 

meaning that your child will learn at a pace that’s right for their age 

and ability. 

Each week your child will take part in skill based activities, minor 

games, music, dance and modified matches that will help them develop fundamental 

movement skills, as well as important social skills like team work. Each session will be 

lead by an accredited coach, using modified equipment. 

What tier is right for my child? 
Suncorp NetSetGO is divided into three tiers; Net, Set and GO*. 

 Net is for 5 to 6 year olds and teaches fundamental motor skills through dance, music 

and games 

 Set is for 7 to 8 year olds and focuses on refining fundamental motor skills and 

introducing modified netball matches 

GO is for 9 to 10 year olds and focuses on developing netball specific skills through modified 
netball matches 
 

Boys and Girls aged between 5 and 10 years old are invited to 

come along and join  the Gayndah Netball’s NetSetGo program. 

This is held on Mondays from 3.30pm to 5 pm and will now also 

be held on Thursdays starting on 3rd May from 3.30pm to 5pm.  

Enquiries to Chris Duncan 0419 518 423  

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY COMPETITION- Gayndah Guardian Pharmacy 

Tell us in 15 words or less why your mum’s a star. The most creative entry will win a 

Equilibrium bracelet for their mum! Every entry receives a FREE GIFT for mum! Entries 

should be dropped in store  by Wednesday 9th May. Winner contacted by phone. 

 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 
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